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2020 Census - Everyone Counts!

The City of Prospect Heights is partnering with Park, Library and School Districts,
the Fire District and other local governments, houses of worship, and community organizations to promote the importance of the 2020 census to the Prospect
Heights community. The City’s official population is determined by the census and
the number of residents in Prospect Heights directly affects what the City receives
from the State and Federal governments. Federal elected representation, electoral
redistricting, funding for public safety and emergency preparedness, grant funding,
and the City’s share of over $675,000,000,000 in Federal funds are all reliant on how
many residents live in the City. Each person missed on the census is equal to the
City losing over $1,500 in state and federal funding annually. In our hard to count
areas of the City, the number of missed residents could be in the thousands, which
is worth millions of dollars of lost revenue and resources for the City
Help the City and our local partners in spreading the word “Everyone Counts!” to get
an accurate count of all Prospect Heights residents. For more information please go
to the City’s website at www.prospect-heights.il.us and search 2020 Census.
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The City congratulates Mark Pufundt on his recent promotion to Police Sergeant. Mark, a proven
leader of the department, is seen here with his wife
Christina and Mayor Helmer.

Great things are
happening in our
wonderful City of
Prospect Heights.
Take a moment out
of your busy day and
tour the town with your
family and friends to
see all that we have
accomplished.
Working together,
we really will be
“Prosperous” Heights!

As for City construction, soon you will be able gas
up your car at Thornton’s and get it washed at
EverClean Car Wash, both on Rand Road. On the
east side of town, the rebuilding of the River Trails
Condominiums, damaged by the fire, is making
progress and the ground is being cleared for the
new office/warehouse building to be built on the
old arena property. Get out and explore all that is
new in our great city.

Good things are also happening at our school districts too. District 21 celebrated the recent completion of their school construction projects as Mayor
Helmer cut the ceremonial ribbon.

We also welcome new Police Officer Bradley Sigsworth to the force. Brad previously worked as a
part-time Desk Officer with the City and is seen
here with his mother Theresa and Mayor Helmer.

Arlington - Countryside Area Storm Water Management Improvements Planned
Prospect Heights is working to address storm water management challenges in the Arlington-Countryside Area, east and west
of Rand Road. This area experiences severe flooding on a frequent basis.
The City is working on an approximately $3 million plan to address storm water problems in this neighborhood. The plan will
undergo additional construction engineering, but the concept calls for the installation of conveyance sewers to drain and move
water more quickly from the Arlington-Countryside drainage basin to McDonald Creek. A large storm sewer, to be constructed
under Camp McDonald Road, will store and convey water to the Creek.
Prospect Heights received a $260,000 grant through the recently adopted State of Illinois Capital Bill to assist this project. The
City is appreciative of the support of State Representative Mark Walker and State Senator Ann Gillespie for their sponsorship of
the Arlington-Countryside project for inclusion in the Capital Bill.

2

prospect-heights.il.us

Quarterly News • Autumn 2019

Facts About Legalized Marijuana
With recent marijuana legalization legislation passed by the
Illinois General Assembly and signed into law by Governor
JB Pritzker, questions abound on how legal marijuana will be
regulated and what local governments can do about it. Beginning January 1, 2020, adults 21 and older will be allowed
to legally purchase marijuana from State registered dispensaries and consume the drug in private homes and private
businesses. To help answer some questions regarding legalized marijuana, below are answers to some frequently asked
questions courtesy of Patch Staff Writer, Jonah Meadows
from www.Patch.com.
How Much Cannabis Can People Have?
Illinois residents would be limited to 30 grams of cannabis
flower, up to 500 milligrams of THC in a cannabis-infused
product or up to 5 grams of a cannabis concentrate. Non-residents would be allowed half as much.
Who Can Sell Cannabis?
For the first year of legalization, only previously established
medical marijuana dispensaries are allowed to sell marijuana
for the recreational market. If every current company already
licensed to sell medical cannabis seeks State permission
to sell recreational marijuana there could be up to 110 pot
stores in Illinois by early 2020.
When Can’t You Have Cannabis?
Use of or possession of cannabis is not allowed in a school
bus, a school, a correctional facility or in a vehicle if it’s not
“reasonably secured” and “reasonably inaccessible” while
moving or in a home used for child or social service care.
The law notes that operating a motor vehicle, boat or aircraft
while using or under the influence of marijuana constitutes a
DUI.
What Can Prospect Heights Do?
Prospect Heights cannot ban the consumption of marijua-

na outright, nor can we create our own regulations for dispensing organizations or their employees. As a Non-Home
Rule municipality, Prospect Heights is limited in enacting ordinances prohibiting the location of cannabis businesses. A
tax could be imposed by Prospect Heights on the sale of
recreational marijuana.
How Much Will It Benefit/Cost the City?
The overall cost-benefit analysis of legalizing recreational marijuana is likely to remain up for debate as the state
manages implementation and regulation of the new market.
Supporters say legalization will create jobs, bring revenue to
needed public programs, boost investment in blighted areas
and keep non-violent cannabis consumers out of the criminal
justice system; opponents argue the cost to taxpayers from
higher insurance bills, a variety of public health and safety
concerns and other downside risks far outweigh the revenue
to be generated.

prospect-heights.il.us
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Elected Official’s Corner
City Treasurer – Rich Tibbits
April 1st 2020 will be a very important day to Prospect Heights because that is the official Census Day.
The reason this is important to the city is because our population number is used to determine how much
revenue we receive from the federal and state governments for various kinds of support. Census workers
may have already contacted residents in some areas of the city to verify the address list used to mail out
the census “invitation to participate” forms. Please fill out the information requested on the form. Basically the goal is to include everyone living at your residence on April 1st. This includes those that may
only be living temporarily in Prospect Heights. Those in nursing facilities, students, and those on longterm work assignments should be counted. I know this is a little early to be talking about the census, but
everyone should be aware of this every 10-year exercise by the federal government. An accurate count
will greatly help all of us and our city.

City Clerk - Joanna Prisiajniouk
Greetings and warm wishes to all! Summer activities keep us busy with outdoor activities with family, friends
and business partnerships for many. Our City always works towards several economic planning projects to
help bring new local business taxes to assist in supporting many of the improvements our Council works
diligently to budget in accomplishing and maintaining its goals. As residents of our great city, I encourage
you to consider the many outdoor establishments and other businesses in our city as you plan your parties
and other events not just in the summer but all year round. We have our own food/liquor stores, restaurants,
hotels, parks, banquet facilities, golf resorts, beauty services, etc., that with some mindful planning always
helps to support our interests. Use your smart phones in this area and assist your elders to set up their
phones to receive our e-newsletter via email and Council recorded meetings with our YouTube channel at
your summer outings. Please also pick a dedicated day to review our Council meetings if you missed any
and attend them in person to have your voices heard on matters important to you. It is a pleasure for me to
participate in all the activity our city works on by adding my inputs as well as yours. We want you to get to
know your City better as we value your participation and any questions you may have. Feel free to contact
me at 847-738-2205 or at jprisiajniouk@prospect-heights.org. Summer just got sweeter as we embark on
making thoughtful changes that bring a great difference for all! Enjoy the fine weather and be blessed!

1st Ward Alderman - Michelle Cameron
Summer has ended and I hope yours was enjoyable. Being on the city council for a short time, there are great
things in the works. In Ward 1, we would like to welcome new business, the Holiday Inn Express & Suites on
Apple Drive/ Milwaukee Avenue.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. Email: mcameron@Prospect-heights.org or
Phone: 847-398-6060 ext.233
Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress and working together is success. - Henry Ford.
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2nd Ward Alderman - Kathleen Quinn

	Happy Fall from Ward 2! I would like to encourage our residents to shop and eat locally in our city. In Ward 2 we have interesting businesses! GV Antiques Shop and Restoration is owned by Gene (Gennadiy) Vaynrub an ‘artist’ who is an experienced restorer on Fine
China. You can buy treasures or restore a family heirloom at his shop. Find him in Ascot Plaza at Wolf Road and Camp McDonald.
	Hungry? Try Carnitas El Paisa Alegre #2. This is a popular Mexican Restaurant that makes everything fresh, onsite in the same plaza.
Last but not least, we are kicking off the Census 2020 on October 10th at Brookdale, 700 E. Euclid from 6:30pm to 8pm.
The 2020 United States Census will be the twenty-fourth United States Census. National Census Day, the reference day used for the census, will be April
1, 2020. This is the first U.S. census to offer options to respond online or by phone, in addition to the option to respond on a paper form as with previous
censuses.
The census is required by the Constitution, which has called for an “actual enumeration” once a decade since 1790. The 2020 population numbers will
shape how federal tax dollars are shared in the US over the next 10 years. There are impacts for every population as well as for the City of Prospect
Heights. Each resident count has an impact for our community.
In an effort to clarify Census 2020 information and answer questions about response options Ward 2 residents are invited to join me to meet and chat
with special guest Congressman Brad Schneider.
The event on Thursday, October 10th from 6:30pm to 8pm is being hosted by Kara O’Connor of Brookdale at East 700 E Euclid Avenue and will include
refreshments, information and a raffle.
Please Rsvp to Kara O’Connor, Brookdale at 847-797-2700. Space is limited so an RSVP is required. Looking forward to seeing you there! Keep an eye
out for more events throughout the city!

3rd Ward Alderman - Wendy Morgan-Adams

On the Ad Hoc Willow Road Committee we made progress on this project and certain areas were able to opt out as they wanted to do.
Hosted a Town Hall meeting regarding the Natural Resource Commission work in the Prairie area which is owned by Com Ed and leased
by the Park District where resident concerns were addressed. Worked to have the Park District take responsibility this year for mowing
bike paths and other areas for residents. Working on Chamber of Commerce Committee on issues for our businesses and our options.
Look forward to working on the issues regarding the new recreational cannabis laws, and whether our city should allow retail sales
among other related issues. Working with Council regarding flood control projects, sidewalks and sewer issues among other important
issues affecting our City. Looking forward to work on our Census Committee and representing our City on the Northwest Municipal
Conference Legislative Committee this fall.
Happy to hear from you. You can reach me at (847) 259-5700 or Alderman@wendymorgan.com.

4th Ward Alderman – Patrick Ludvigsen
Greetings from the 4th Ward. If you have questions or comments about projects or issues in the 4th Ward,
please contact 4th Ward Alderman Pat Ludvigsen at pludvigsen@prospect-heights.org or 847-398-6070 ext.
229. Thank you.

5th Ward Alderman – Matthew Dolick

Greetings from the 5th Ward. As we head into the Fall, we continue to see development in our City. Groundbreaking has
taken place on the East side by Connor Commercial on Piper Lane. Aldi’s has a beautiful new expansion open and the new
Thornton’s gas station and convenience store will be opening soon. Please visit our many businesses in Prospect Heights.
I look forward to serving you, our residents to make Prospect Heights a great City.
As a reminder, with school back in session, please be sure to look for stopped school busses and children on our streets and
crosswalks. Let’s be sure everyone is safe this school year!
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at mdolick@prospect-heights.org, or call me at: 847398-6070 ext. 230.

prospect-heights.il.us
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Halloween Safety Tips

Halloween is Thursday, October 31st. Hours that children may go Trick or Treating door-to-door in Prospect Heights
are from 3 PM – 7 PM. Children under 12 years old may also come to City Hall between Noon and 5 PM on that day to
receive some candy at the Front Desk.
KEEP IN MIND:
•C
 ostumes should be highly visible – decorate costumes and treat bags with reflective tape and carry a glow stick and/
or flashlight
•M
 ake certain that costumes are fitted so that the child will not trip
• Costumes should be flame-resistant
• Masks should not block vision. Only use hypoallergenic makeup.
•S
 words, knives and similar weapons should be made of a softer material
•W
 ear a watch and carry a cellphone (if you have them)
TRICK OR TREATING – Stay in neighborhoods where you know the neighbors, ONLY visit homes with lights on, make
certain your family knows your entire route, NEVER enter the homes where you are trick or treating without permission
from a parent/guardian, and trick or treat in groups. It is always preferable that parents or guardians accompany children!
CALL 9-1-1 TO REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY.

CANDY AND TREATS –
• Have parents/guardians check all treats that are brought home
•C
 hildren should not eat items that were opened or items that were not store-bought.
• Throw away candy with torn or ripped wrappers or
candy that has no wrapper.

Happy

Haunting
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When you hire a contractor to repair or remodel your
home, the contractor is required by Illinois law to provide you with a consumer rights brochure for work valued over $1,000. The purpose of the brochure is both to
inform you of your rights as a homeowner and provide
you with tips to avoid being scammed.

payment or signing a certificate of completion. Obtain
all final inspection reports and City approvals.
• Request lien waivers for all work performed by subcontractors. These state that subcontractors have
been paid for their work by the general contractor and
prevent them from filling a lien against your home.

Warning signs of fraud:

You have three days to cancel after signing a contract
for home repair or remodeling. The contractor cannot
deprive you of this right by beginning work within this
three day period.

• Door-to-door salespersons who offer to perform work
for less than the market price.
• Companies (especially out of state companies) that list
only a telephone number and P.O. Box for contact info.
• Failure to provide customer references when requested.
• Offers to inspect your home for free.
• Demand for cash payment.
• Request that you make a check out to someone other
than the company or its owner.

How to avoid fraud:

• Request a written estimate. Get more than one estimate.
• Do not sign a contract with blank spaces.
• Do not sign a contract that you do not understand.
• Make sure that the contractor registers with the City
and obtains the proper permits and inspections.
• Call the secretary of state to see if the contractor’s
business is a corporation in good standing.
• Make sure the contractor guarantees his work.
• Require that the work be performed before making final

If you think you have been defrauded by a contractor,
you should speak to an attorney in addition to reporting
the fraud to the attorney general. The toll free number
for the attorney general is (800)368-5438.

Roofing Permits are now required.

Beginning May 1st the City now requires a building
permit for all residential and commercial roofing projects. This new requirement is in line with State Law
that requires all roofing contractors to be properly certified and licensed by the State of Illinois. These permits can be issued on the same day if the applications
are complete. The required forms can be found on the
City’s web page at www.prospect-heights.il.us.

prospect-heights.il.us
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Prospect Heights Police Department’s Youth
Outreach Program
This summer the Prospect Heights Police Department’s Youth
Outreach Program had over 120 young people registered
for interactive and fun field trips. The 2019 Outreach activities kicked off with the annual bike trip-government day open
house where the kids were able to learn about all their local
governmental organizations and ask questions directly to
Elected Officials, Staff, and First Responders.

The second field trip was to the YMCA’s Camp Duncan in Ingleside. While at Camp Duncan the officers, volunteers and
kids took part in activities such as tie-dying, ropes courses
and outdoor escape rooms.
Our third adventure this year was to the Chicago Fire Stadium.
The kids were treated with the opportunity to meet some of
their favorite soccer players, tour the stadium and participate
in several soccer related activities and games.
Another summer staple of the Outreach Program is a day of
exploring Brookfield Zoo, where the kids are able to observe
their favorite wildlife and receive an education about the animals’ home environments and what Brookfield Zoo is doing to
help save endangered species.
The last trip of the summer was a journey to Navy Pier, where
we got to spend the day exploring the Children’s Museum. The
museum is full of interactive exhibits that allow the kids to be
creative, experiment and expand their imagination.
The Youth Outreach Program was originally started by the
Prospect Heights Police Association to increase community
awareness, good relations and to provide opportunities for
the youth in an underprivileged area of Prospect Heights. The
Summer 2019 Outreach Program is made possible by the financial support of the Prospect Heights Police Association,
Indian Trails Public Library, Mount Prospect/Prospect Heights
Rotary Club, Prospect Heights Lions Club, Safeway Transportation and individual donations. Other support was provided
by the City of Prospect Heights, Prospect Heights Fire District,
Harper College Learning and Career Center, Chicago Fire Soccer Club, Village Cycle Sport and Bill Stasek Chevrolet.
The Prospect Heights Outreach Program continues to seek
partners in these endeavors and encourages anyone who has
interest in helping us continue this work to please contact
Prospect Heights Police Officer Pardeep Deol or Community
Liaison Officer Lara Batten at 847-398-5511.
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Be Aware of Potential Scams
Over 15 billion dollars are lost each year to telephone and
internet scams. Here are some of the popular scams that
are occurring and measures to take to avoid falling victim
to them.
IRS Scam- Scammers will say there is a warrant for your
arrest or you owe back taxes. They will ask you to wire
money or purchase money/gift cards from the store and
give ask for the code numbers on the back of the card.
The IRS will never call to threaten to have you arrested,
demand money, or ask for payment by credit cards or
pre-paid cards. If you have any questions about your taxes, call the IRS.
Grandparent Scam - Scammers will place a call and say,
“Hi Grandma/Grandpa, do you know who this is?” When
the unsuspecting grandparent guesses the name of the
grandchild the scammer most sounds like; the scammer
begins to portray that person. Once the scammer has your
trust, they will ask you for money due to an unexpected
financial problem (Car Repair, Rent, School, Arrest, Bond
Money, Food, etc.) and request that you send them the
money via Western Union, Money Gram, or some sort of
Gift Card. The scammer may end the conversation with,
“Please, don’t tell my parents because they will be so
upset…etc.”
Social Security - The scammer calls with a warning that
your Social Security number had been linked to criminal
activity and suspended. The caller asks you to confirm
your number so he or she can reactivate it or issue you a
new one, for a fee. This is no emergency but a ploy to get
money and personal data: Social Security does not block
or suspend numbers, ever. Don’t give out your personal
information.
Jury Duty- A scammer will say you missed jury duty.
They will ask to verify your personal information and for
your social security number. Don’t give out your personal
information.
Sweepstakes/Lottery winner- The scammer will say
you’ve won a free prize or money. They pressure you to

act now and will ask you to provide a credit card number,
money card number or bank account number before claiming
you winnings. Don’t give out your personal information.
If you receive a call like these, just hang up. The longer you
listen to the caller the higher probability you will buy into their
scam. Don’t send money; give credit card or bank information, personal information out to anyone over the phone if
you did not initiate the phone call.
Internet Fraud - Scammers taking advantage with inexperienced computer users and use “Pop-Up” windows to offer
virus protection or other services online. These products are
often fakes or a virus is downloaded on to your computer, resulting in the scammers obtaining your personal information.
E-Mail / Phishing Scams - The user receives an e-mail message that appears to be from a legitimate company or institution asking them to “update” or “verify” their personal information; thus resulting in obtaining your personal information.
Don’t give out your personal information.
If they say they are from a particular company but you are
unsure, hang up and call the company’s customer service
center with a number you find from a reputable source, television, online, phonebook, etc. Never call back the number
they give you when you are attempting to double check authenticity.
When in doubt, call someone you trust or the Prospect Heights
Police Department at 847-398-5511 and ask to speak with a
police officer via phone or to come to your residence.

prospect-heights.il.us
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Prospect Heights Recycles

Required Stickers, Licenses, and Permits in Prospect Heights

The City of Prospect Heights has sticker, license, and permit requirements for vehicles, pets, alarms, businesses, and construction projects.
Failure to follow these requirements may result in the issuance of tickets and fines. Vehicles housed outside of Prospect Heights but registered
to an address under the jurisdiction of Prospect Heights are required to have a valid vehicle sticker.
If you have any questions regarding what stickers, licenses, and permits are required by the City of Prospect Heights, please contact City Hall
at 847-398-6070.

City of Prospect Heights Directory
Elected Officials • PHONE: 847-398-6070

MAYOR

Nicholas J. Helmer.... x231

CITY CLERK

Joanna Prisiajniouk.. x220

CITY TREASURER

WARD 2 ALDERMAN

WARD 4 ALDERMAN

WARD 1 ALDERMAN

WARD 3 ALDERMAN

WARD 5 ALDERMAN

Rich Tibbits............... x221
Michelle Cameron..... x233

Kathi Quinn................ x234

Pat Ludvigsen............ x229

Wendy Morgan-Adams.x228 Matt Dolick ............... x230

City Hall

8 N. Elmhurst Rd. • Prospect Heights, IL. 60070
Phone: 847-398-6070 • Fax: 847-392-4244
www.prospect-heights.il.us
Government Cable Channel 17
Business Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm

Police Department

14 E. Camp McDonald Rd. • Prospect Heights, IL. 60070
Station is open weekdays 7am - 3am, weekends 24 hours
Non-Emergency number during station hours: 847-398-5511
Dial 911 for emergencies and after regular hours.

prospect-heights.il.us

Public Works &
Engineering

401 Piper Lane
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
Phone: 847-398-6070
Fax: 847-459-0618

Chicago Executive
Airport Noise Hotline
Phone: 847-537-2580, option 7
Help reduce airport noise 24/7

