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Arlington Countryside Storm Water
Management Project Moving Forward

For many years, Prospect Heights has identified the Arlington Countryside area,
located in the westernmost area of the City, and generally bounded by Olive
Street on the north, Windsor Drive on the west, Rand Road on the east, and
Oakton Street on the south, as a priority for storm water management improvements. The neighborhood is topographically a “bowl”, with limited underground
drainage capacity and practically nonexistent overland overflow routes, with
Rand Road acting as a “dam.”

Quarterly
News
Spring 2021

As a depressional area, Arlington Countryside has experienced severe flooding and property damage during significant rainfall events. Storms, such as the
June, 2018 rain event, which brought 4.02 inches of precipitation in two hours,
have left this neighborhood inundated with storm water. An engineering solution
involves the installation of conveyance sewers to drain and move water more
quickly from the Arlington-Countryside drainage basin to McDonald Creek. A lift
station will also be constructed to assist this effort. To avoid creating flooding
problems at McDonald Creek, the rate of release must meet standards of the
Illinois Department of Natural Resources.
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Life As We Know It In Prospect Heights –
A Success Story For The Ages
As we welcome the Spring Season to our city we look back to the season of discontent that brought
so much grief to the entire country. We may finally be able to look to the future and the ending to the
Pandemic. For now, there is some good news that we can share with you.

Mayor and US Rep.
Schakowsky

Mayor Nicholas Helmer and Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky held a Zoom discussion, covered by Channel 5 news, regarding the recently passed American Rescue
Plan legislation and the $1.96 million allotted to the City. They spoke to how the City
will benefit from the allotment which assists cities hard hit by COVID. The Mayor explained that these funds will allow the City to address major infrastructure concerns
that due to recent revenue declines had been postponed.

New businesses have chosen to locate their enterprises here and even the Federal and State Governments have helped us with grants and outright monetary contributions to fulfill our pledge to
make progress our most important goal. Here are some examples of the achievements that have
been made during the past 12 months:
1. Deli 4 You bought their building, completely remodeled the interior and exterior
spending well over one million dollars, and added Garfield’s Beverage as their newest
tenant. This brings us one of the best looking medium sized grocery stores just across
the street from City Hall.
2. A brand new Fry the Coop is now open on Milwaukee Avenue serving some of the
best food you have ever tasted.
Garfield’s Beverage

3. Two new large sales tax producing ventures including the Verano Zen Leaf cannabis
dispensary and the PointsBet Sportsbook opened early this year.

Fry The Coop

4. On the horizon is the former Nikko’s location being converted into a new neighborhood restaurant. The new owner will re-christen it as the Brick & Vine.

Mayor and Tim Carey

5. Both our Mayor and the President of Wheeling, Patrick Horcher, participated in the
groundbreaking ceremonies of the two large hangers at the CEA. The first one, for use
by the Federal Customs Agency, is well underway while a second one to be used by
Atlantic Aviation has now begun.

Mayor and President Horcher

Thanks to all the personnel who make these efforts a great success. It takes dedicated people to bring about
change for the future and those are the people that make it happen in Prospect Heights.
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Senator Gillespie, this approximately $3 million project moves closer to development. Federal and State assistance, with City of Prospect Heights Capital Fund money, has allowed this improvement to be approved by the
City Council to move forward in FY 2021-22.
Presently, design engineering work has been completed, and the project is awaiting permitting approval from
governing agencies. Upon completion and authorization, specifications will be developed for project bidding and
contractor selection.
As much of Prospect Heights was developed before the initiation of modern storm water practices, such as the
use of neighborhood detention basins, there are many other areas which have storm water management issues.
Arlington-Countryside was chosen because of the history of property damage and its topographical challenges.
Although City resources are limited, if money becomes available, it is a goal to address other storm water problems within Prospect Heights.
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Sanitary Sewer System Rehabilitation and
Reinvestment Update

In 2015, the City of Prospect Heights took over responsibility of the defunct Old Town Sanitary Sewer District infrastructure
which provides sanitary service to a large part of the City. Leading up to its dissolution, Old Town ceased addressing maintenance and reinvestment issues and failed to fund for infrastructure repair and replacement.
After accepting responsibility of the sanitary sewer system, the City undertook a study to determine a reasonable service
rate to cover operating and capital expenses needed to manage and maintain the system. The City committed to utilizing
sanitary sewer revenue for reinvestment in the system.
In 2018, the City began a two year comprehensive cleaning, televising, and inspection program of the entire sanitary sewer
system to identify areas of concern for needed repairs and replacement. This cleaning, televising, and inspection work was
conducted by American Underground at a cost of approximately $380,000 and has since been completed.
Collapsed Section

Good Section

Blocked By Roots

The televising and inspection of the sewer system has allowed the City to identify areas where immediate repairs were
needed, and proactive rehabilitation work could be performed. Doing proactive work greatly reduces the expense, inconvenience, and damage a collapsed sewer can cause. Year 1 inspection results identified multiple locations that needed to be
dug up and repaired right away. This work was done in 2020 at a cost of approximately $63,684.48. For lines that needed
proactive work we addressed with chemical root control for $32,827, and we relined 4,300 feet of sewer pipe for $131,413.
Our Year 2 repair work is currently being designed and work will begin this summer. The City has committed to budget approximately $250,000 a year to continue a long-term maintenance plan to implement proactive sewer lining and root control
intended to maintain functionality and extend the useful life of the sewers.

Prospect Heights Shredding Event on June 12

The City of Prospect Heights will host a Document Destruction Event at the
Metra Parking Lot, 55 S. Wolf Road, from 9am to noon on Saturday, June
12, 2021. All Prospect Heights residents are eligible to participate. No documents from businesses, schools, or institutions will be accepted and IDs will
be checked for residency. Residents will be limited to six (6) file-sized boxes
or paper bags (No Plastic Bags) of documents to be shredded on site. Documents must be removed from plastic spines/covers and metal clips/binders
MUST BE removed from all documents.
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Ruse Burglary/Home Repair Scam

The Prospect Heights Police Department reminds residents that
spring and summer are very active times for person to person
crimes. Two of the most common scams are the Ruse Burglary
and Home Repair scam.

Ruse Burglary

have finished the last job ahead of schedule and has time to
do this one right away. The offenders, having performed a
less than adequate job that isn’t immediately apparent, may
leave satisfied with the cash they have scammed from the
victim/homeowner.

This scam can target any homeowner, but offenders typically
target the elderly population during daylight hours. Offenders
will attempt to distract the homeowner by luring them outside
to observe a problem, or to a different part of the home, like a
basement. The other offender(s) will then enter the home and
steal cash, jewelry, or other items.

The offenders may also use the home repair scam as a
means to gain entry to the victim’s home to steal valuables
or money from within. They will come up with an excuse to
get into the home, such as a need for water to complete the
repair.

Some of the common reasons offenders use to make entry to
your home include:
Check water supply or pressure.
Offers to repair gutters, fences, driveway or trim trees.
Asks about homes for sale in the area.
Advises there is an electrical problem in the area.
Posing as a utility employee or city representative.

• If you feel that someone is targeting you.

Immediately call 911:

• If you see any suspicious vehicle driving in your neighborhood or see people walking around your yard.
• If someone forces entry or enters your home without permission.

You can protect yourself by:

Keeping doors, including screen doors, locked and don’t let
anyone enter your home. If you do choose to speak to anyone,
talk through a locked screen door. Check credentials of anyone
claiming to be a utility worker or government employee, and remember that utility workers drive marked vehicles. If you are not
sure, call 911 for an officer to verify the employee’s credentials.

Home Repair Scams

In one of the most common home repair scams, the offenders
will drive residential neighborhoods in an unmarked, older pickup truck or work van. They will look for someone alone outside
their home perhaps tending to the lawn. In or on the vehicle will
be some construction equipment such as hand tools, buckets,
ladders, etc.
A person from the vehicle will approach the homeowner with
a story that his crew has just completed a job in the neighborhood and has materials left over that’s already paid for. He can
offer to conduct a repair of the driveway, roof, or whatever he
sees that looks worn, for just a few hundred to a few thousand
dollars. The amount will be considerably less than what the
homeowner might normally expect to pay for such work.
The conman will offer to do it immediately as he and his crew

prospect-heights.il.us
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Elected Official’s Corner
City Treasurer – Rich Tibbits
It’s budget time here in Prospect Heights because our fiscal year ends on April 30th and we are planning the anticipated income that pays for the budgeted expenses to achieve a balanced city budget.
We do this every year. Unlike our state, Illinois hasn’t balanced its budget since 2001, according to the
office of the Illinois comptroller. And this fiscal mismanagement by the Illinois legislature hurts local
communities because since 1969 we are supposed to receive 10% of the state income tax. But guess
what? In 2011 the state legislature passed a “temporary” income tax increase but cut the percentage
allocated to local governments. Of course this is not fair to local governments and it violates the agreement with the state when the income tax was first established. Otherwise we might also have a local
income tax like some other states allow. Anyway, this brings me back to our budget here in Prospect
Heights. What we receive in revenue goes to pay for our excellent police department and public works
plus administration of a variety of other public services.

City Clerk - Joanna Prisiajniouk

Warmest Spring greetings! Reflecting back on year 2020, COVID-19 caused cataclysmic detriments to national
and local budgets. Therefore, I continue to concentrate on my ongoing efforts this year as well on various community bulletin events and announcements for help with food pantries, energy/rent assistance and business
loans updated through our weekly e-newsletter and spotlight PHTV. Along this path, I watched carefully when the
Cares Act became law and spearheaded this grant funding allotted to our City to become a reality. We attained
the full relief grant amount of $345,000 with the support of staff completing required applications for its achievement going to our first responders who worked hard last year with the pandemic. On that note our City has also
received a $1.96 million grant disbursement from the Federal Government that will enable the City to use this
funding to support the Arlington Countryside storm water management improvement as the assumed targeted
project. Also, just updated is the newly revised Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber that I represent for our City.
Their website will soon be up with its changes. I encourage our local businesses to become active members
for various events and networking opportunities. Please continue to support our local businesses and follow
state and CDC safety recommendations going forward even if you’ve been vaccinated to comply with variants
to help quell their spread in parallel. We will get through this together. You can reach me at (847) 738-2205 or
jprisiajniouk@prospect-heights.org.

1st Ward Alderman - Michelle Cameron
Welcome to spring season from ward 1! With warmer weather around the corner, please be cautious of children playing outdoors or riding bikes. Also, make sure to completely stop before all pedestrian crossings
and watch for bike riders or walkers.
Please feel free to contact me at mcameron@prospect-Heights.org or (847) 398-6070 Ext. 233 with any
questions, concerns or suggestions.
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2nd Ward Alderman - Kathleen Quinn

Summer is just around the corner! As the weather warms, and we can get out more, (biking, hiking, planting, walking…) let’s remember to continue to keep things safe. So many residents and businesses have been conscientious in protecting each other during this time and we thank
you. But take note that a high percentage of health and other workers are refusing to get vaccinated at all. Do not let your guard down by being
polite when asking about vaccines, protocols, etc., at businesses you use. Find out what you need to know so you make an educated choice.
We are on track – but have a way to go. We do not want to experience the massive shutdowns due to COVID-19 spikes seen in Europe in March.
Covid is not the only “virus” spiking up. Racism and racist attacks are too. Pope Francis likened racism to a “a virus that quickly mutates and,
instead of disappearing, goes into hiding, and lurks in waiting.” Throughout his papacy, he has championed the rights of people who are marginalized in societies, including migrants. Speaking up is important. If one of our neighbors lives in fear, we all live in fear.

Let’s make Prospect Heights a shining example of a family-safe community that embraces and honors Diversity, Equity, Inclusion. Let’s not tolerate hate and
racism. Let’s make sure ALL our residents feel safe and secure in having a voice.
We all have the power, a voice – the power of ONE! Stand up, stand out and be good citizens protecting each other in our town. If you see something, say something! Join our public meetings to be part of what is being done on your behalf. Want to see change? Share your ideas. Keep an eye on the process of our city
government decisions, speak up.
Your contributions are appreciated and help lead us. Feel free to reach out to me anytime at KQuinn@Prospect-Heights.org or via phone at 847-398-6070 ext 234.

3rd Ward Alderman - Wendy Morgan-Adams

Happy Spring! I would like to thank Mark Roscoe and his team again for their great work dealing with all the ice and snow we had this year and assisting residents. Council has been busy with many projects and arriving at this year’s budget. We were fortunate to receive funds from the CARES
ACT and now we are designated funds from the COVID Relief and Stimulus Legislation but the State of Illinois is moving to take 10% of all municipal
distributive funds owing to cities and villages in our State, which includes Prospect Heights. The good news is that the funds we will eventually receive, coupled with the Rebuild Illinois funds enables us to move forward with the Arlington Countryside project which is a huge undertaking for our
City. We may have some remaining funds to be able to work on other small storm water projects which we had no funds previously.

Our budget has remained stable and we are in good shape moving into 2021. We survived the worst of the COVID pandemic economically with our
ongoing economic development. ZEN LEAF and now the new just opened Club Hawthorne OTB POINTS BET at Players Pub for sports betting are 2
new great revenue sources for our City and we have some new restaurants and other businesses coming into our City in the next several months. Close to 60% of our
residents age 65 and older have been vaccinated as of end of March 2021 and we look forward to being able to have our Rock the Runway event at the end of August.
The Park District and City are still on track to host the annual Block Party as well.
We are making great progress with the Prospect Pointe/Muir Park Tax Increment project. The Joint Review Board has met several times and we have hired a City TIF
consultant/advisor who has been extremely beneficial to advising the city as to our best interests and in assisting in the process to structure the financial obligations of
the TIF. We look forward to receiving the Joint Review Board recommendations in the near future.
We are reviewing the Intergovernmental Agreement from the MWRD, the Department of Transportation and Highway, and IDOT for our Willow Road project. We will also
be setting up a meeting, when ready, with the Ad Hoc Willow Road Committee to work on moving that project forward. We are awaiting an ICC order authorizing the pedestrian rail crossing for the Wolf Road sidewalk project and we can then apply for funding from CMAP. It is estimated that this project would start construction in 2022.
I will be working with Council regarding other flood control, drainage, sidewalks and sewer issue, among other important issues and developments affecting our City.
On the Northwest Municipal Conference Legislative Committee, we have been reviewing proposed state legislation, determining and providing our stance to support
or oppose.
Always great to hear from you. You can reach me at (847) 259-5700 or Alderman@wendymorgan.com.

4th Ward Alderman – Danielle Dash

After many years of drainage and flooding problems, the Arlington Countryside Storm Water Management Improvement is ready to move
forward! Engineering is complete and the City is awaiting permit approval from Cook County and the Illinois Departments of Transportation.
Funds from the recent COVID Relief and Stimulus legislation, coupled with Rebuild Illinois monies make this improvement within reach.
Please continue to share what we’re doing well as a City and where improvements can be made. Hopefully we get just a few April showers
and lots of May flowers!
If you have questions or comments about the 4th Ward, please contact me at ddash@prospect-heights.org or 847-398-6070 ext. 229.

5th Ward Alderman – Matthew Dolick

Greetings from the 5th Ward. As we head into Spring, we look forward to progress in our City. Please continue to patronize
our great local businesses and please follow their mask and social distance guidelines. With the election of a new Council
member, we as a City look forward to serving you, our residents to make Prospect Heights a great City.

As a reminder, please watch out for pedestrians as the weather warms. There are many joggers and cyclists enjoying the nice
weather. Let’s be sure everyone is safe this summer!

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at mdolick@prospect-heights.org, or call me at:
847-398-6070 ext. 230.
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purpose other than the weekly eNews.

Prospect Heights Recycles

Required Stickers, Licenses, and Permits in Prospect Heights

The City of Prospect Heights has sticker, license, and permit requirements for vehicles, pets, alarms, businesses, and construction projects.
Failure to follow these requirements may result in the issuance of tickets and fines. Vehicles housed outside of Prospect Heights but registered
to an address under the jurisdiction of Prospect Heights are required to have a valid vehicle sticker.
If you have any questions regarding what stickers, licenses, and permits are required by the City of Prospect Heights, please contact City Hall
at 847-398-6070.
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City Hall

8 N. Elmhurst Rd. • Prospect Heights, IL. 60070
Phone: 847-398-6070 • Fax: 847-392-4244
www.prospect-heights.il.us
Government Cable Channel 17
Business Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm

Police Department

14 E. Camp McDonald Rd. • Prospect Heights, IL. 60070
Station is open weekdays 7am - 3am, weekends 24 hours
Non-Emergency number during station hours: 847-398-5511
Dial 911 for emergencies and after regular hours.

prospect-heights.il.us

Public Works &
Engineering

401 Piper Lane
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
Phone: 847-398-6070
Fax: 847-459-0618

Chicago Executive
Airport Noise Hotline
Phone: 847-537-2580, option 7
Help reduce airport noise 24/7

