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      City of Prospect Heights                        
8 North Elmhurst Road, Prospect Heights Illinois, 60070-6070  
Office:847/398-6070  FAX: 847/590-1854 
www.prospect-heights.il.us 

                                                                                                              
Backyard Chicken Keeping License 

 Application Process 
 

A building permit is required for the construction and placement of a chicken coop. 
 
License Application Requirements: 
 

• Owner occupied detached single-family homes (R-1 District) are allowed to have a chicken coop. 
o Complete a Backyard Chicken Keeping application (page 3) along with the following 

information. 
o Provide a Copy of a Plat of Survey of the property with the proposed location of the coop 

shown, including proposed dimensions.  The coop must be located entirely on the 
owner’s property and comply with Section 5-3-4 Lot Coverage Accessory Structures. 

o Provide Proof of registration with the Illinois Department of Agriculture Livestock Premise 
Registration. Visit the following link to compete 
https://agr.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/agr/animals/animalhealth/documents/fillabl
e-premiseform-2019.pdf 

o Payment of $90.00 fee at time of application. Non-refundable. 
• City will schedule inspection after review of applications. 

Building Permit Requirements 
 

• A building permit application is required for coop/runs as an accessory structure. 
o Complete building permit application form. (Page 4) 
o Provide a copy of detailed drawings of the coop dimensions and building materials. If 

coop is store purchased, provide any brochures, specifications, and details from the 
manufacturer or seller.   

o Identify any electrical, plumbing or fencing being installed on the drawings.   
• Building permit fees are separate from the license fee. 

 
Zoning Requirements for Keeping Chickens 
 

• Max number of approved fowl 20 in aggregate. (chicken hens, domesticated ducks and quail).  
• Roosters are prohibited. 
• All coop/run structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-3-4 Lot Coverage.  

o Located in the rear yard.  
o One-hundred twenty feet (120’) from the front property line.  
o Twenty (20’) feet away from adjacent residential structures. 
o Minimum of five (5’) feet from interior side yard lot line. 
o Minimum of ten (10’) feet from rear lot line and in an easement. 
o Corner and reverse corner lots have special requirements.  

• The maximum height is ten feet (10’), measured from ground to top of coop. 
• The maximum size of the coop/run structure shall be two hundred eighty (280) square feet.  

Please note, the maximum size of coop structure will be determined by other accessory 
structures existing on the property. 

• The coop must be constructed of quality durable materials and must be weather-proof. 
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• A final building permit inspection is required and a completed Backyard Chicken Keeping License 
application approved prior to any chickens being permitted on the property.  (New owners) 

• Exhibits of typical lots where chicken coop/run structures may be placed.  Reverse Corner Lots 
have additional setback requirements per Section 5-3-4 Lot Coverage. 

 
Typical Yard Setback Requirements 

 
 
Management Practices 
 

• Coop/run structures shall be covered with an approved covering to protect approved fowl from 
predators and protection from elements. 

• Coops and enclosures shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, such that they do 
not produce or cause odors that are detectable to adjacent properties.   

• Feed shall be kept in sealed pest-proof containers. 
• Use of extension cords is prohibited for supplying electrical service to coo/run structures. 
• Hens are allowed to roam out of a coop in the rear yard with an approved fence. 
• Plan for winter chicken keeping, health & disease related issues and waste control and removal. 

 
Additional Resources: 
 
Centers for Disease Control:  
https://www.cdc.gov/healthy-pets/about/backyard-poultry.html 
 
National Fire Prevention Association (NFPA):   
https://www.nfpa.org/news-blogs-and-articles/blogs/2023/02/08/diy-chicken-coop-fire-and-electrical-safety 
 
U of Illinois Champaign-Urbana Extension Winter Care:  
https://extension.illinois.edu/blogs/know-how-know-more/2020-12-12-how-care-backyard-chickens-
winter#:~:text=Chickens%20need%20a%20dry%2C%20draft,roosts%20and%20nesting%20boxes%20cl
ean. 
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BACKYARD CHICKEN KEEPING  
LICENSE APPLICATION  

Building & Development Department  
8 N Elmhurst Rd, Prospect Heights, IL, 60004 

Phone (847) 398-6070 X211  
www.prospect-heights.il  

 
 
The Building and Development Department has the 
authority to grant approval or denial of chicken keeping 
license applications based on the requirements put forth in 
the City Code Section 9-1-18. 

Initial Application Period August 18 – October 17, 2025 
 
PROPTERTY OWNER   
Name  Do you currently own chickens?  YES  ☐               NO ☐    
Address  How long have you owned chickens?    
City/State/Zip  Number of chickens on property: 

Phone #:  Proof of IL DEPT of AG Registration: YES  ☐          NO ☐ 
Email  Livestock Premises PIN: 

MATERIALS REQUIRED WHEN APPLYING FOR PERMIT:  
☐ Site Plan/Plat of Survey – A Scaled Dimensional Drawing showing all adjoining structures and property lines and 
the proposed chicken coop/run structure. 
 
☐ Proof of registration with the IL Department of Agriculture. “Livestock Property”  

☐ I have read and will comply with all ordinances & inspections related to Backyard Chicken Keeping  

☐ I certify that I have no code enforcement actions against my property, and I am in good standing with the Codes 

and Ordinances of the City of Prospect Heights 

OFFICE USE ONLY   
Inspection:  Date:   
Permit Status:     _____   APPROVED   ______    DENIAL                

Reason for Denial (if applicable):   

  

  

  

  

 
Owner/Applicant Name: (Print) ___________________________________________ 
 
Owner/Applicant Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ____________ 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY  
Permit # 
Initial Fee $90:             Renewal Fee $40:  

Fee Total:  
Date Received:  Flood Zone: YES ☐   NO ☐    



                          City of Prospect Heights 
                                         Department of Building & Development 
                               8 North Elmhurst Rd. Prospect Heights, Illinois 60070 
                                     Office: 847/398-6070 x 211 Fax: 847/590-1854 
 

     Application for Permit 
 

Permittee (Owner) _________________________________ E-mail __________________________ Date ______________ 
Address of Property _______________________________________________ Construction Value $ __________________  
Property of located in 100 year floodplain Yes   No                                        Zoning District____________________  
Owner’s Phone (H) ______________________ (W) ______________________(C) _____________________ ____________  
Real Estate Index No. ________________________________________ Lot ________ Subdivision _____________________  
Purpose of Permit _____________________________________________________________________________________  
Dimensions of Bldg. ___________________ Stories _____ Height ________ Sq. Ft. 1st Floor _______ 2nd Floor _________  
Total Sq. Ft. of Bldg. __________________ No. of Bedrooms __________ Type of Construction ______________________  
Fence: Height ________________ Length _______________________Type of Construction _________________________  
Sign: Dimension of Sign __________________Sq. ft. of Sign _______________ Wall Sign ________ Ground Sign _________  
Other information: ____________________________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CONTRACTORS 
Gen’l Contr. _______________________________ Contact Name_____________________________ Phone _____________  
Architect _________________________________  Contact Name _____________________________ Phone _____________  
Excavator _________________________________ Contact Name ______________________________ Phone _____________  
Carpenter _________________________________Contact Name ______________________________ Phone _____________  
Cement Contr. _____________________________ Contact Name ______________________________ Phone _____________  
Mason ____________________________________Contact Name ____________________________   Phone _____________  
Roofing Contr.______________________________Contact Name _____________________________ Phone _____________  
Mechanical _____________________________       Contact Name _____________________________Phone _____________  
Sprinkler _______________________________       Contact Name ______________________________Phone _____________  
Plumber__________________________________  Contact Name ______________________________ Phone _____________  
State License No. ______________ # Fixtures _______ # Cleanouts _______ # Floor Drains _______     # Sump Pumps ______________  

Electrical _______________________________        Contact Name __________________________       Phone ______________ 
Registration No. _________________________Where Registered ______________________________________________  
 

Conditions of Permit: In consideration of this application and attached forms being made a part thereof and the issuance of permit, I will conform to the 

regulations set forth in the City of Prospect Heights codes and ordinances. I also agree that all work performed under said permit it will be in accordance with 
the plans and speciations which accompany this application, except for such changes as may be authorized or required by the Building Official. 

Permit is Valid for 6 Months from Date of Issue 
                    PERMIT FEES 

 

Bldg. Permit Fee………. 

 

Zoning Exam Fee ……… 
 

Plumbing Permit Fee …. 

 

Electrical Permit Fee …. 

 

Engineer Fee…………… 
 

Plan Review Fee ………. 

 

Bond ………………..…… 

 

Other………………..…… 
 

Total Fees 

 

$ _______________ 

 

$ _______________ 
 

$ _______________ 

 

$ _______________ 

 

$ _______________ 
 

$ _______________ 

 

$ _______________ 

 

$ _______________ 
 

$ _______________ 

 

 

X____________________________________________________________________________  
Signature of Owner or Agent  

 

____________________________________________________________________________  

Print Name of Owner or Agent  

 

Address______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Phone ______________________________ Date ____________________________________  

 

  
 

We accept all forms of payment: 
-Checks make payable to City of Prospect Heights 
-Credit Cards we charge a 2% fee for any payments over $300 
-Bonds are refundable, must write a separate check 
 

(24 Hour Notice is Required for All Inspections) 

 

PERMIT APPROVED Permit No. _______________  
 
By: ____________________________________Date ______________ 
 
Title:______________________________________________________ 
 
Date Paid ___________________________ Payment _______________ 
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